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Shapur, the king took notice of his decrepitude, and asked :
< Withered old man, who art thou ?' He replied: ' I am
A'mru Bin Tamim Bin Merahum, and, as thou seest, I have
lived a long time. When my people fled from thy great
severity and slaughter, I refused to depart with them, and
now I offer myself as a sacrifice for them. I hope the God
of heaven and earth will instil mercy into thy heart, so
that thou mayest cease to shed blood, and forgive the
Arab people; but if thou wilt permit, I shall be so bold as
to ask a question.' Shapur replied: ' Ask what thou wilt.*
A'mru queried: ' What is the reason for this bloodshed V
He replied: ' Thy people have come to my country, and
have greatly injured my subjects/ A'mru continued : ' At
that time thou wast as yet a minor, but as soon as thou
hadst mounted the throne my people abstained from those
improper acts; some of them have, moreover, received the
punishment which they deserved/ Shapur rejoined: * All
this zeal in killing the Arabs is the consequence of a pre-
diction, which my learned men have uttered, to the effect
that at some future time the Arabs will conquer our
country and will dispose of our possessions.' A'mru asked :
' Is this event certain, or is it only a surmise which has
induced thee to attempt to extirpate the Arabs ?' Shap&r
continued: 6 There is no doubt at all about the fact that
ultimately the Arabs will conquer the countries of Eran,
and will reign in Persia/ A'mru rejoined: ' If such be the
case, your majesty ought to be kind and merciful towards
them, so that when they obtain the victory they may
remember the good treatment they have received, and may
also be kind towards your subjects. But even supposing
that the Arabs will never conquer the Persians, even in
that case it will be proper for your majesty to put a stop to
indiscriminate bloodshed, because it will bring on eternal
punishment, and entails the destruction of subjects [of your
own also]/ Shapur approved of the sentiments of A'mru,
and continued: ' Thou hast given me good advice, and not
overstepped the bounds of moderation, and hast convinced
me of the correctness of thy opinion/ After that the king